


September 2009
Dear Parent/Guardian
Your daughter has now begun to settle into her new year of study and is, hopefully, looking forward to the challenges and opportunities this year will bring.   We should like to draw your attention to some important pastoral and administrative matters at this time.

Pastoral Structure and Pupil Support 2009-10
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the welfare or academic progress of your daughter, your first point of contact normally should be her Form Tutor.  A full list of Form Tutors is available from a link on the ‘Pastoral’ page under the ‘Studying at Strathearn’ menu on our School website www.strathearn.org.uk.  Heads of Year, Heads of Key Stage and Vice-Principal (Pastoral) are also available to contact if your daughter’s Form Tutor is unavailable or if the concern is of a more serious nature. 
Heads of Year (Key Stage 3)



Head of Key Stage 4
        
Form 1 
Mrs S Wyeth




Miss J Gibson
         
Form 2
Mrs S Lamont



Head of 6th Form
Form 3
Mrs A McCracken



Mrs L Myers
Vice-Principal (Pastoral):
Mrs H Graham

We should also like to remind you that there are particular staff with specific responsibilities for Special Educational Needs, Learning Support, Medical Needs and Child Protection.  These are:
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator


Mrs R Browne 

Learning Support Tutor




Mrs J Atkinson

First Aiders






Mrs C Boyd & Mrs E Flynn
Designated Teacher for Child Protection


Mrs H Graham

Deputy Designated Teachers for Child Protection
Mrs R Browne  & Mr D Manning

You may contact any of the above by telephone or email 
School Telephone Number: 028 9047 1595; School email: info@strathearn.belfast.ni.sch.uk
Pastoral Policies

We have enclosed our most recent flier summarising the main aspects of our Child Protection policy. 

We hope you will take the opportunity to read it.  The full policy is available from a link on the ‘School Policies’ page under the ‘Parental Information’ menu on our website www.strathearn.org.uk, or at Reception on request.  Following a widespread consultation with parents, staff and pupils during 2008 our Anti-Bullying policy has now been revised and was approved by the Board of Governors in June 2009. The full policy is enclosed for you to read.
New Life Counselling Service
As part of our wider pastoral support structure we have a dedicated counsellor from an independent and Department of Education approved counselling service: New Life Counselling.  (This replaces the previous provision by Contact Youth).  Pupils have now been informed about this service and have received an information leaflet on the support available, how to access it and on the arrangements in place to ensure confidentiality.  We would also encourage you to read this leaflet and discuss it with your daughter.  Further information about the counselling service is available from Mrs Graham.
A 24/7 emergency helpline is also available, still operated by Contact Youth: Lifeline 0808 808 8000.
Uniform

You will all have received uniform lists, during or since June 2009, detailing our regulations, including information on length of skirts and style and height of shoes.  May we remind you that skirts should be no more than 4”/10 cm above the knee and shoes should be flat heeled, plain black leather (not canvas) with heels not exceeding 4 cm as measured at the instep.  Wedges, platforms, kitten heels and narrow high-heeled shoes are not acceptable.
We have also emphasized in the past the importance of wearing a skirt of a modest length.  Strathearn is very proud of its uniform.  It forms an important part of our school identity, reflecting a respect for both self and school.  We are grateful to the majority of pupils and parents who already support us in maintaining these standards, but we feel it is important that all pupils adhere to these regulations.
We will therefore be carrying out regular uniform checks over the next few weeks and sending home ‘Uniform Action Requests’ if your daughter’s uniform does not conform to regulations.  If, following a subsequent check your daughter’s uniform still does not meet our standards, sanctions will be put in place.
Attendance and Punctuality

We should also like to reiterate the significance of regular attendance and high standards of punctuality if your daughter is to fulfil her academic potential.  There is clear evidence from our public examination results that a close relationship exists between pupils who fail to attend school regularly (excluding those with genuine health issues) and underperformance.
Our attendance register is an official legal document and we are obliged to account for all our pupils’ absences.  If your daughter is absent she should bring a note to her Form Tutor on the day she returns to explain her absence.  If no reason is provided within a week of her return to school, her absence will be recorded as unauthorised.  This cannot then be altered on the official attendance register.
Pupils should plan to arrive in school no later than 8.40 am to allow them to go to their lockers and proceed to their Form rooms for 8.45 am.  A pupil who arrives in school after 8.50 am, for whatever reason, will be marked late.  She must sign in with the study supervisor in the Sixth Form Study Hall if she arrives up to 10.15 am or with staff in Reception after this.  If she can provide no acceptable reason for her lateness this will be recorded on the official register as an unauthorized absence for the morning session (as per DENI instructions).
We are grateful to parents who continue to support us in our efforts to implement high levels of attendance and punctuality.
Vehicular Access to the School Grounds and Immediate Environment

We would like to remind parents that they should not drive into the school grounds to drop off or collect their daughters, in the morning prior to 9.00 am or at the end of school from 3.15 pm to 3.45 pm unless they have special medical needs.  Those who need access at these times should provide the school with details of their car, including their registration number.  

We would also ask parents not to park on the restricted parking zone, marked with yellow lines, outside the main school gates or on the Belmont Road nearest to the school where our school buses park to allow pupils to board.  This has the potential to cause traffic disruption and accidents for other parents and pupils.

Contact Details / Medical / Pastoral Forms
We would like to thank those parents who have returned the data collection / contact details sheets and the pastoral and medical forms so promptly.  This enables us to put in place any individual support required.  Any parents who have not yet returned these important documents should do so as quickly as possible.  If any of these sheets have been mislaid or lost, they can be downloaded from our website, www.strathearn.org.uk, from the link Parental Information > Letters home.

Illness
We would like to remind parents that if their daughter is unwell before coming to school she should be kept at home.  This is particularly the case if she has vomiting, diarrhoea or a high temperature.  Currently the Medical Room is experiencing a sharp rise in the number of pupils attending with the above symptoms (over 40 cases a day). Hence we would urge you to keep your daughter at home, if she is ill, until she is symptom free for 24 hours.
Our aim is to create an atmosphere of openness and mutual responsibility for the progress and well-being of your daughter.  Please do not hesitate to contact the school, at any time during the year, if you have any questions or wish to keep us up-to-date with personal information regarding your daughter.
Yours sincerely

H Graham

Vice Principal

Encs:

Revised Anti- Bullying Policy

Summary of Child Protection Policy
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