


3 September 2009
To Parents of Pupils in Form 5

Dear Parent

Welcome back to Strathearn.  I hope that you all had a pleasant and restful summer and your daughter has now settled into the new term.  Please find below information which I hope you will find helpful.

Examination Results

We are delighted with another great set of examination results and the continued success of all our pupils in public examinations.  At GCSE 56% of grades achieved were A or A*, the top two grades.  The standard at A Level has continued to be excellent with 72% of the grades awarded at A or B.  It gives us all great satisfaction to note the high level of attainment of our pupils and we congratulate all the girls on their achievement and celebrate their success.

Panoramic Photograph - Monday 7 September

A whole school panoramic photograph will be taken on Monday 7 September and photographs will be available for sale through the form tutors in due course.  It is essential that all girls are wearing winter uniform for the day of the photograph including cream blouse and school tie with black tights, and we do hope the weather will be kind.

Holidays

Please can I have your full co-operation in adhering to the School term and holiday dates when making holiday arrangements.  Due to the necessary pace in order to cover the required work, together with the additional demands of practicals and coursework, any absence undoubtedly puts extra pressure on the girls.  Therefore, please ensure that any request for holidays outside these dates is made, in writing, directly to the Principal.

Building Work and Lockers

Over the summer we have had 12 classrooms, a music suite and a study hall constructed on one of the hockey pitches.  In addition, we have had extra rooms installed for lockers in the quad, all this in preparation for our main building contract, for which we still await a start date.  I am really delighted with the standard and extensive facilities this provides for us and it has surpassed all our expectations.  However, we have encountered difficulties with our lockers and so I have to report that many do not have keys – a situation I hope will be rectified during the next few weeks.  Pupils have been reminded that they should never leave valuable items in their lockers, whether or not they have keys, and I ask that you reinforce this message.
School Canteen

At the end of the summer we learnt that the company who operate the technology for our canteen was taken into administration.  Some of our card readers are still working but to overcome the technical difficulties we are encountering we will be allowing cash to be used in the canteen as well as the current cashless system. I will let you know when this is resolved.

Uganda Update – Mission Accomplished!
I am delighted to report that 40 pupils and 7 staff have all returned safely from a most successful trip to Uganda in the summer.  We were able to take the lead in building a two block seven classroom primary school.  Whilst there we saw the project go from nothing to all the building work complete and one block roofed as the second team were leaving.  Our thanks to everyone who contributed and I am delighted to report that our target of £50,000 has been reached.  Any further donations will be used for education programmes in Uganda and later in the term we will give a fuller report on what I hope will be the finished school.  Meanwhile, photographs and information are on the School website.  Thank you again to everyone who so willingly and enthusiastically supported the project which will make such a difference to the boys and girls we had the privilege of meeting.  

House Plays

Preparations for the House plays are now beginning in earnest.  These provide exciting opportunities for all the participants and great enjoyment for the whole school.  On Wednesday 21 October at 7.30pm in the Gym at the AGM of the Parents’ Association the winning production will be performed for parents and interested friends.  Please do plan to come along and support the work of the Parents’ Association and enjoy some first rate entertainment.

Mobile Phones

If your daughter brings a mobile phone to school we would insist that it be kept switched off at all times throughout the school day, with the exception of the lunch-time break. We appreciate your co-operation regarding this matter.

Safety at School
Please can I remind you that pupils are not to be left off up the driveway, but are to be left at either of the entrances.  This is most important and in the interests of the safety of the majority of girls it is imperative that everyone abides by this advice.  I must also draw to your attention the double yellow lines around the school gates and ask you not to park or stop at these locations.

Thank you for all your continued support and help and I look forward to meeting you during the coming year.

Yours sincerely

D Manning

Principal
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Principal: Mr D Manning BSc PGCE,  E-Mail: Info@Strathearn.belfast.ni.sch.uk
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