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December 2009

To Parents of Pupils in Form 5
Dear Parents

Reports 

Please find enclosed your daughter’s mid-year report which I hope you will find useful in gauging progress made.  Your daughter will be on study leave from Monday 4 January to Wednesday 20 January during which time she will have her mock GCSE examinations. Subsequently a full report will be issued in February and this will be followed by the Form 5 parents’ consultation on Friday 5 March 2010 from 1.45 pm to 5.00 pm.
Parents’ Association
The Parents’ Association have again much planned for the coming year and thank you to all who support their great work and who have contributed to their funds.  Their dedication and your co-operation led to a cheque for an outstanding sum of £6,300 being given into Strathearn School funds and with this money we have been able to equip the new music technology room with Apple Macs and digital keyboards.  This equipment will greatly enhance the musical opportunities for the girls to develop their interest and talents.  Please do continue to help the school by supporting the Parents’ Association.

Access to School
Thank you to parents who have been adhering to our request earlier this year, not to leave pupils off inside the school grounds in the morning or to park on the double yellow lines around the school gates.  Please may I remind you that pupils who need special access arrangements should inform Mrs Graham. 

Study Room (after school use)

For your information, pupils who wish to remain for a time after school may wait for transport home on the school premises in Room 8.  However, I would like to emphasise that pupils who choose to use this facility will be unsupervised and in the interests of safety it is advisable that all pupils are collected in the evening by 5.00 pm at the latest.

Governors’ Annual Report

The Governors’ Annual Report is now available for all our parents.  A copy can be viewed or downloaded from the School website www.strathearn.org.uk under the link ‘About Strathearn’ ‘Board of Governors’ or by contacting the School Reception.  










(continued overleaf)

Department of Education - Public Consultation
The Department has asked me to draw to your attention the policy proposals as contained in the consultation document entitled: 'Every School A Good School: The Way Forward for Special Educational Needs (SEN) and Inclusion'.  In order to gather more views from parents, the period of consultation has been extended to 31st January 2010.  The consultation document, Equality Impact Assessment and consultation response booklet can be viewed at www.deni.gov.uk, under the 'Consultations' section. Word and pdf versions are available to download, in both English and Irish. Hard copies of all of the consultation documents can be obtained by contacting the Special Education and Inclusion Review Team on 028 9127 9762.

Important Dates

· School Carol Service at Stormont Presbyterian Church - Tuesday 15 December 2009 at 7.30pm.

· Term finishes on Friday 18 December 2009 at 12 noon.

· Next term begins on Monday 4 January 2010 at 8.45 am.

· Mock Examinations for F5, Monday 4 – Wednesday 20 January 2010.

· Friday 22 January - all pupils will finish school at 12.50 pm in preparation for Open Day on Saturday 23 January 2010.

· Half term break is Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 February 2010.
· Exceptional closure – Wednesday 17 February 2010.

Please also find enclosed a card to express our most sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Uganda Appeal over the past two years.  Pupils, staff and friends of Strathearn have raised the necessary funds to build a primary school on the outskirts of Kampala, Uganda; this was a tremendous effort by all.

May I take this opportunity on behalf of the Staff and Governors to wish you and your family a happy Christmas and a peaceful and safe New Year.

Yours sincerely
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D Manning

Principal

Principal: Mr D Manning BSc PGCE,  E-Mail: info@strathearn.belfast.ni.sch.uk

188 Belmont Road, Belfast, BT4 2AU  Tel: (028) 9047 1595, Fax: (028) 9065 0555


