
This year our Transfer Open Day took place on Saturday, 23 January. 

The weather was crisp and dry and, as always, the event was very 

well attended. We were also delighted with the wonderful turnout 

from the school community: many girls contributed their work to 

displays, acted as tour guides, participated in dance, drama and music, 

demonstrated equipment, and took part in a range of sporting 

activities. This year there were a number of changes in the tour. 

Refreshments were served in the canteen instead of Miskelly Hall, 

there were extra science rooms to view, and parents and P6 & P7 

pupils could not fail to have been impressed with our new mobiles. 

We would like to very warmly thank each one of you for your help 

and for being such good ambassadors for the school. We are also 

grateful to all the Strathearn parents, who provided the transport for 

our pupils, and who came to help us welcome our visitors and their 

parents. We look forward to meeting many of our guests again in 

September as members of our school. 

Art Trips  
All of Form Five, Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth Art students visited the CCEA True Colours exhibition in 

February. This showcase of outstanding studentsõ work was certainly inspirational! Form Five also visited the 

FE McWilliam Studio in Banbridge.  

The Drama Trip to London  
The GCSE drama classes from the fourth and fifth forms are spending the mid-term weekend in London, 

experiencing the best that the West End has to offer. They will be attending performances of Macbeth at the 

Globe Theatre, Warhorse at the National Theatre and Oliver! at the Royal Theatre. The 25 pupils will be 

accompanied by Miss Ferris, Ms Erskine and Mrs Atkinson. However, it won't be all fun as the girls will be 

reviewing the live theatre they have seen for their exams! 

Sixteen pupils from Form One to Lower Sixth entered the Young Writersõ poetry competition. The competition invited poems on 

any theme and in any style from young people aged 11-18. 

The competition closed on 12 February and we should know the results in March. Participating young writers will 

receive a bookmark and those who are selected for publication will receive a Certificate of Merit. As well as 

publication, those selected have the chance to win £100 in vouchers, and prizes of up to £1000 for their school. 

A copy of the published anthology will be placed in the library for your viewing. Good luck to all our participating 

poets! 

As always, the main focus for the Careers Department in this term is our work experience programme.  

All Lower Sixth girls had a week of work experience from 25-29 January. This year, the placements were 

as varied as ever and included fashion designers, newspapers, vets, schools, hospitals and actuaries to 

name but a few. Some girls travelled as far afield as Spain, Dubai and USA. We hope that this insight into 

the world of work will help our girls to make more informed decisions about their career choices for 

next year. 

This term, we also welcomed several former students who talked to the Sixth Form students about their 

medical courses, while a veterinary student spoke to several girls interested in pursuing this profession. 

Form Three classes have been given an introduction to the facilities in the careers suite and are 

encouraged to use these and discuss subject choices with the Careers Adviser in school. All Form Three 

pupils attended a presentation by Queenõs University on the importance of choosing GCSE subjects 

carefully and their implications for Higher Education. Meanwhile Form Five and Lower Sixth had careers 

talks on engineering and teaching and there will be many more careers talks next term. 



Kira McNeill, 2S, who passed her Grade Five Speech and Drama Examination with Distinction.  

Bonnie McCrea, 2S, who passed her Grade Six Speech and Drama Examination with Distinction. Bonnie also got 

through to RDS Netball as a reserve. 

Alex Milligan, 2S, who completed her Bronze Church Singing Award with Distinction.  

Lauren Scott, 2S, who passed her Grade Six Speech and Drama Examination with Distinction. 

Aimée Buckley, 2S, who passed her Grade Six Speech and Drama Examination with Distinction. 

Lauren Naismith, 2R, who was placed first in Singing at the Holywood Music Festival.  

Emma Flannigan, 2R, who was placed first in Irish Dancing Festivals in Portrush and Carryduff.  

Cassie Murray, U6T, who passed her Driving Test in January. 

Celeste Halliday, 2T, who wrote an article for a competition in City Matters magazine and won ten trees for the school. 

Rachel Powderly, 1T, who passed her Speech and Drama Grade Six Examination with Distinction. 

Chlo± Jeanes and Jennifer Graham, 1T, who have been awarded a St Johnõs Ambulance First Aid Certificate. 

Eve Allister, 1T, who has been appointed Junior Captain 2010 of Ards ASC; she also achieved a Bronze Award in 

the 800m Freestyle and a Silver Award in the 200m at the Swim Ulster Graded Gala. 

Zoë McCarter, 4A, who has been awarded a Bronze medal in Speech and Drama. 

Jessica Thompson, 4A, who has been awarded a Black Belt in Jujitsu. 

 

The Haiti Appeal  
Many thanks to all of 

you who have already 

contributed to the 

Haiti Appeal. To date 

more than £600 has 

been raised and it will 

be used to supply 

shelter boxes.  

The Intermediate 

Maths Challenge was 

held in school on 4 

February. Around 60 

pupils from Forms 4 

and 5 took part and 

are eagerly awaiting 

their results! 

Congratulations to the following girls who received the Bronze Duke of Edinburghõs Award. 

Form Five Pupils : Katie Allen, Megan Bannister, Jordanne Booth, Lauren Cammock, Becky Jordan, Jennifer 

Livie, Victoria Livie, Judith McLean, Kezia Montgomery, Natasha Palmer, Sasha Simms and Sasha Wilson. 

Lower Sixth Pupils : Helen Beattie, Tamara-Jade Bradley, Katie Entwistle, Emma Pach, Megan Sharpe and 

Tara White. 

A team of three girls 

from 3R have won the 

Queenõs Womenõs 

P u b l i c  S p e a k i n g 

Competition and will take part in 

the All-Ireland final held in Dublin 

on 6 March. The girls researched 

topics, but had to devise an 

impromptu three minute speech on 

a given aspect on the evening. 

Jasmine McCrory, Olivia Storey and 

Lucy Webb impressed adjudicators 

and audience alike with their 

humorous and engaging speeches. 

Lucy Webb picked up the Best 

Speaker award for her refreshingly 

irreverent look at the person who 

had most inspired her in life. Well 

done to the girls and good luck in 

Dublin! 


