
BON VOYAGE! 
Bon Voyage to all members of Fourth and Fifth Forms who are going on the French trip to Nice on 19 
October! 

BERLIN TRIP 
Form Four German speakers and historians are heading off to Berlin for five 
fun-packed days in June 2010. The thirty students and four teachers will explore 
many of the cultural and historical sites in and around Berlin. There may even be the opportunity for 
some well-deserved retail therapy! 
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This year, the Prize Distribution took place in the Sports Hall on 8 October. A PowerPoint presentation of the yearôs 
highlights and an enjoyable programme of music, set the tone for what was to prove a most interesting evening. In 
delivering his report on the school year, Mr Manning spoke of the pleasing examination results, highlights of the year and 
the successful completion of the Uganda Project. This was vividly supported by a short film of our teams at work and 
photographs of the completed primary school.  
The Chairman of the Board, Mr White, then introduced our Guest of Honour, Dr Sally Montgomery, who warmly 
congratulated the prize-winners and presented the prizes and awards. Dr Montgomery began her address by asking 
everyone to stand. She asked all the girls who used social networking sites to sit down and then asked all the parents 
who had ever used an electronic key at a hotel to do the same. Having made the point that we all freely give away 
important pieces of information about our identity, she combined an entertaining and thought-provoking talk on her life 
with advice to the girls. She spoke of a day ï full of incident ï when she left home for an important meeting in London. 
She related the obstacles she encountered, the mistakes she made and the support she received to complete her task 
and make her way back to her home. From these she made the following recommendations: stay focused; stick to the 
plan you have made and avoid sudden impulses; patience is a virtue; if you make a mistake, own up to it and correct it; 
always do your best and sometimes fortune favours the brave; respect the fact that we live in a multicultural society; having a sense of humour is a great thing; 
learn to think positively; good preparation and research does pay off; have discipline to control what you eat; given that peer pressure can be very strong ï be 
strong; smile ï we donôt smile enough; love the earth ï itôs the only one weôve got. She concluded her very appealing address by reminding her audience that: 
óHome isnôt about bricks and mortar. Itôs about your family and those that love you. Remember to love them back!ô  
Following the presentation by the Head Girl and Deputy Head Girls to Dr Montgomery, the Senior Orchestra performed music from My Fair Lady and the 
Chamber Choir sang Misty and Sweets For My Sweet which brought the evening to a great conclusion.  

The school year got underway with the usual range of university Open Days.  Many girls attended sessions at the Jordanstown and Magee campuses of the 
University of Ulster, whilst a few went to St Maryôs Open Day. All girls in U6 attended the Open Day at Queenôs and Options XVII at Methodist College. These 
events allowed pupils to confirm decisions and obtain any last minute information they may have required.  Almost all UCAS forms have been completed and 
no doubt, some girls will have secured offers by Christmas depending on the courses and universities to which they have applied.   
As usual for this time of the year, we welcomed several speakers: a lecturer from Stranmillis University College who spoke to students about the teaching 
profession, a tutor from Queenôs School of Nursing & Midwifery who came to talk about nursing careers, a lecturer from the University of Ulster who gave a 
presentation on Art and Design courses and a speaker from Project Trust who visited to talk about gap years. One former student spent last year in China 
with this organisation and another former student is in Malaysia with them at the moment.   
Lower Sixth girls have been busy organising their work experience for January, and we would encourage them to finalise arrangements in the next few weeks 

as there is considerable competition for places from other schools. One student attended a Laboratory Open Day at the Ulster Hospital and 
other professional Open Days for physiotherapy and occupational therapy will follow later this term. Form Five have had two seminars from our 
careers adviser from the Department of Education & Learning and pupils have already completed their Getting Connected questionnaire and 
are looking forward to career guidance interviews and a range of forthcoming talks on various occupational areas.  

We welcomed our last yearôs Upper Sixth to a reception in the gym on 10 
September. Prizes, awards and yearbooks were presented, and it was a 
pleasure to congratulate all of the girls on their recent successes at A Level, to 

reminisce on the highlights of their time at Strathearn 
and to thank them for their contribution to the school. 
After the presentations, most of the class of 2009 made 
their way to the new mobiles to see for themselves this 
very visible sign that our long-awaited new build is 
moving tantalisingly close. We all wish the class of 
2009 well as they move on to the next phase of their 
education, and we look forward to seeing many of them 
again at future school events. 

The entries for the Sythes Award for Prose 2009 
were of the excellent standard we have come to 
expect.  Pupils from fourth to sixth year were invited 
to submit essays on a variety of topical subjects. 
Congratulations must go to the winner, April Wilson 
of U6H, for her thoughtful and vigorously argued 
response to the question of whether free speech 
should end where offence begins.  


