
The Carol Service is a unique event in the Strathearn 
calendar. It brings together the whole school community and 
marks for many of us the start of the celebration of Christmas. 
It was a pleasure to welcome many of our former pupils, 
parents and friends of the school who joined us for the 
occasion. Everyone who took part in the service deserves 

great praise and our thanks. The moving sequence of readings by Penrhyn and 
Strathearn pupils and by a teacher and a Governor, combined with the striking 
range of superbly sung carols, led us to a fresh appreciation of the wonder of 
Christmas. The Penrhyn choir and the Junior, Senior and Chamber choirs were a 
delight and their great singing brought the joy of Christmas home to us! We would 
like to thank the Minister and Kirk Session of Stormont Presbyterian Church, who 
once again warmly welcomed us to their church. This year the retiring collection of 
£1247.50 was in aid of the Uganda Fund and we would like to thank everyone who 

contributed so generously. 

BOOK FAIR... The annual Scholastic Book Fair took place in the 

Library during the third week of November and the girls enjoyed 
browsing the wide selection of books and stationery available. The 
Fair generated over £500 worth of new books for the Library, so 
thank you to everyone who bought books and to all the pupil 

volunteers, whose help was invaluable.   

A competition matching characters with their books was held during 
Book Fair week for First Form girls, and a book was awarded to each of the 
following five prize winners: Rachel Powderly, 1T; Anna Ross, 1T; Rachel Cherry, 

1S; Kristen Haire, 1T; Sophie Martin 1R. 

BOX TOPS FOR BOOKS... If you eat Nestlé cereals you can help the Library to 

further increase its stock by collecting the tokens at the top of Nestlé cereal 
packets. There is a posting box for the tokens in the library and colourful stickers for 

all those who take part. 

December 2009  

This part of the year is always a busy time for the 
Careers Department. Several girls in Sixth Form have 
attended professional Open Days for Dietetics, Occupational 
Therapy, Radiology and Physiotherapy at some local 
Belfast hospitals.  Applicants to Oxford and Cambridge 

have had practice interviews while other girls who have 
applied to Medical Schools have also had mock 
interviews with the careers adviser in school. All U6 
girls had the opportunity for some interview practice on 

our Mock Interview Evening on 23 November. We are 
indebted to all those who took time from their busy schedules to help with 
this successful evening and the girls all benefited from their guidance and 
expertise. Many girls in Form 5 are having a career guidance interview with 
a careers adviser from the Department of Education and Learning and 
many are starting to think about subject choices for AS.   

Form 3 had their Careers Planning Day on 10 November which was 
organised by Sentinus. This proved to be a most informative session which 
should help the girls to start thinking about courses and careers and assist 
them in choosing subjects for the next academic year.  

We welcomed Dr Caroline Gannon, a pathologist from the Royal Victoria 
Hospital who spoke to girls in the Sixth Form about her profession, while a 
representative from the Biomedical Science Department at the University of 
Ulster spoke about courses and opportunities for study in their faculty.  We 
have a range of speakers planned for next term.  Some former students 
from Stranmillis University College talked to girls who are thinking of a 
career in teaching or one which involves working with children, while other 
past pupils have spoken to the girls about their maths, physics and 
engineering courses at university. Applications for universities in the 
Republic of Ireland are well underway and some girls attended Trinity 
Collegeôs Open Day in December. Several girls in U6 already have offers 
from UK universities, while others will look forward to receiving their offers 
in the New Year.    

Congratulations to everyone involved in the recent drama 
productions! From 23-27 November, Megan McArthur gave 

a powerful and poignant performance as Nancy in the Campbell College production of Oliver. 
Strong performances from Naomi Wilkinson, Amy Scott, Amy OôDonnell, Darcy Rollins, Erin 
Miley, Katie Cummings, Chloe McLaurin, Katie Entwistle, Cathie Lowry, Shannon Hamilton 
and Jessica Logan, added to the audienceôs enjoyment of a superb production and everyone 
involved in it deserves great credit. Hopefully this marks the beginning of a new tradition of 

collaborative productions between the two schools! 

 

On 2 and 3 December we enjoyed another 
excellent production ï this time of the play 

Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw. All of the actresses were outstanding and Shannon 
Myles as Higgins, Katie Cummings as Eliza Doolittle and Katie Entwistle as Colonel 
Pickering, were a delight to watch. Equally memorable were the supporting actresses and 
Amy Scott as Doolittle, Cathie Lowry as Mrs Higgins and Chloe McLaurin, Demi Wright and 
Sarah Hewitt as the Eynsford Hills, maintained the pace and humour of this entertaining play. 
The minor characters made a great contribution to the production, as did the Chorus! 
Congratulations to the costume designers and the lighting, sound, and stage crews who did 
so much to make the whole occasion so successful. Congratulations too to Miss Ferris, who 
directed and choreographed the whole event. Well done everyone! 

GCSE Drama 
The fourth form GCSE Drama class recently tested their newly earned acting stripes with a 
two-night showcase performance at Royal Belfast Academical Institution on 9-10 December. 
The girls performed Arbeit Macht Frei, Daisy Pulls it Off and Hard to Swallow; a collection of 
one act, scripted pieces that will form part of their GCSE Drama coursework. The attendance 
of many parents and teachers made both performances in the Christ Church Library venue, a 

sell out and several hundred pounds were raised for the classesô chosen charity, the Barbour Childrenôs Ward at the Royal Victoria Hospital. Well done girls! 




