
 

This year we welcomed our most recent former pupils for the Sixth Form 
Prize Distribution which took place on 11 September. Refreshments were 
served in the Foyer and, at an informal ceremony, Prizes, Awards and 
Records of Attendance were presented. It was a pleasure to congratulate 
the girls in person and to wish them well for the future. Photographs were 
taken in the library after the event and we hope to see the óYear of 2008ô 
back in school at other school events. 

Well done to all members of the Upper Sixth who have completed their UCAS Application Forms! Now the waiting begins for 
conditional offers. Visits to Open Days at Queenôs and the University of Ulster, together with the Careers Convention at 
Methodist College in September, all helped U6 to reach their final decisions in placing applications. Students in U6 are looking 
forward to their practice interviews in November, although three girls who have applied to Cambridge for medicine have already 
had their practice interviews. Several Sixth Formers went to Biomedical Science and Dietetics Open Days at the Ulster Hospital 
while others attended two Pharmacy Open Days at the Royal Victoria and Ulster Hospitals. We welcomed three university 
lecturers to talk to Sixth Formers about careers in art, nursing and teaching and representatives from Project Trust spoke to the 
girls about taking a gap year. For the first time we had a pathologist from the Royal Victoria Hospital to talk about her job and career 
path. Form 5 have completed their óGetting Connectedô questionnaires and are beginning to think about subject choices for next year, 
whilst Form 3 are looking forward to their óCareer Planning Skillsô day in November.  
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This year, Prize Night took place on 9 October in the Sports Hall. A PowerPoint presentation of the yearôs highlights 
and an excellent programme of music by the orchestra set the tone for what was to prove a most enjoyable evening. 
In delivering his report on the school year, Mr Manning was assisted by Catherine Barry, who gave a résumé of her 
experience of music in school. Lindsay Mercer, who gave the audience an insight into her role as Games Captain, and 

Melek Akay, Alice Chung and Emma Grahame, who spoke of their experiences as recipients of Nuffield Science 
Bursaries.  
The Chairman of the Board, Mr White, then introduced our Guest of Honour, Mr Paul Clark, who congratulated the prize-

winners and presented the prizes and awards. In a witty and thought-provoking speech, Mr Clark spoke of the importance of 
words. He referred to the stories which had shaped his 
life as a television journalist. He reminded us of the 

power of television as a new and powerful cultural medium 
and of the need to maintain impartiality in reporting news. Mr Clark then spoke of 
the paradox of television, in that this iconic symbol of wealth has revealed the 
scale of poverty in the world.  He reviewed the impact of television reporting in 
raising public awareness of human need in disaster areas and praised Strathearnôs 
Uganda Appeal. Mr Clarke spoke encouragingly on the ways in which change 
initiated by even one person can ripple out to transform communities and 
concluded by reminding the audience that, though public acclaim is ephemeral, we 
all remember with gratitude those óunknownô individuals who have changed our 
lives for the better. 
After a presentation by the Head Girl and Deputy Head Girls, the Chamber Choir 
brought the evening to a conclusion with a great performance of When Sunny Gets 
Blue and One Fine Day. 

J  In September, Form Four GCSE Art students had a great day out at the Millennium 
Court Arts Centre, Portadown, where they participated in a workshop making their own 3-D 
mobiles. 

J  Best wishes to the fourteen girls from Upper and Lower Sixth going on the 

American Exchange Trip to Minneapolis and St Paul from 25 October to 2 November. 



Hayley Simms, U6R, who passed her Grade Six Cello Examination. 
Helen Rutherford, 3R, who was selected to sail in the Northern Ireland Topper Squad.  
Hannah Martin, 3R, who was placed first in a nine-hole golf competition.  
Jessica Lowry, 3R, who won a nine-hole competition at Royal Belfast Golf Club.  
Louise Nesbitt, 2T, who is participating in a sponsored abseil down Scrabo Tower for the Northern Ireland Hospice. 
Megan Gillespie, 2T, who passed her Drama Examination with Merit.  
Sophie Martin, 2T, who passed her Grade Four Piano Examination with Honours. 
Sophie Gribben, 2T, who passed her Grade Two Sailing Course. 
Rachel Howe, 1S, whose family raised £191.30 at a Coffee Morning for Lauren, who is going to Uganda with the school team. 
Rachel also achieved a Merit in a Speech and Drama Examination.  
Tori McKechnie, 1S, who raised £100 for the NSPCC. 
Francesca Kennedy, 2A, who passed her Green Three (Level Nine) in Tennis. 
Jenna Kerr, 2A, who passed her Grade Three Piano Examination with Distinction and her Grade Two Theory Examination with 
Merit. 
Arden Armstrong, 2S, who passed her Grade Three Singing and Grade Four Piano Examinations.  
Francesca Brown, 3A, who was selected for the 2012 Talent Development Squad.  
Sophie Rodgers, 3T, who passed her Basic Life Support Certificate under the Rescue and Emergency Care Scheme. 
Claudia Bedford, 3T, who was selected to compete in a Division One Gala Event in Dublin. 
Sophie Taylor, 2R, who passed her Grade Four Ballet Examination. 
Heather Martin, 2R, who passed her Grade Five Piano Examination with Merit. 
Tara Gouk, 2R, who passed her Grade Two Flute Examination and achieved her Division One time in Swimming.  
Philippa Harty, 2R, who passed her Grade Four Ballet Examination with Distinction. 
Charlotte Mowlood, 2R, who moved up to Seniors in Badminton. 
Jasmine McCrory, 2R, who raised £220 for Macmillan Cancer Relief by participating in a climb of Slieve Donard. 
Kate Umphray, 1A, who participated in a National Gymnastics Competition in England and was placed first in a Show Jumping 
Competition. 
Alexandra Nelson, 1A, who passed her Grade Three Viola Examination with Merit. 
Katy Gallagher, 1A, who passed her Grade Three Cello Examination with Merit. 
Aimée Reid, 1A, who passed her Grade Three Piano Examination with Distinction.  
Skye Donaldson, 1A, who was placed Second in a Judo Cup Competition in Lisburn.   
Kate Hickey, 4R, who won a prize for Modern Dance at the Youth Lyric Group. 
Katie Allen, 4R, who passed her Grade Four Piano Examination with Distinction. 
Tessa Eames, 4R, who passed her Grade Six Piano Examination. 
   Susie Galbraith, 4R, who passed her Grade Five Violin Examination. 
        Lindsey Burns, 4T, who has achieved a Brown Belt in Ju-Jitsu. 
           Erin Miley, 4T, who came third in an U16 GP14 Sailing Championship in Mullingar. 
             Rosie Davies, 4T, who passed her Grade Two Violin Examination with Merit. 
              Aimée Buckley, 1S, who achieved a Silver Lifesaving Medal. 
              Sophie McKinney, 1S, who achieved a Silver Badge in Gymnastics. 
               Lauren Scott, 1S, who achieved a 500m Swimming Badge. 
              Katherine Flack, 1S, who passed her Grade Three Flute Examination with Merit. 
              Poppy Gribben, 1S,  who passed both her Grade Two Double Bass and Grade One Piano Examinations with Distinctions. 
            Holly Pinkerton, 1S, who passed her Initial Piano Examination with a Merit. 
          Alex Milligan, 1S, who passed her Grade Five Violin and Grade Three Singing Examinations with Merit. 
       Eryn McQuillan, 1S, who won two medals for Irish Dancing. 
Kira McNeill, 1S, who won three medals and three certificates for Speech and Drama.  

Thank you to all who have supported the Strathearn Uganda project to raise money to build a 
new school for Katalemwa Primary in Kampala. To date the fundraising total stands at 
£21,350 which is almost half way to our target of £50,000. Next summer two teams of twenty 
Sixth Form girls will be going to work at Katalemwa School. Please continue to support our 

charity effort as we try to raise the remaining amount of money.L  


