
This year Strathearnõs Open Day took place on Saturday 20 January. We welcomed a large 

number of transfer pupils and their parents to the school and we look forward to seeing 

many of the girls again in September. Everyone who contributed to the success of the day 

deserves thanks and we are grateful to those pupils, parents and staff who helped with displays, demonstrations, coffee, tours, 

information, drama, music and sport. 
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This year vouchers are available in Tescos from 5 March until 13 May.  You can collect extra vouchers by recycling your used inkjet 

cartridges and old mobile phones (10 vouchers for each inkjet, 15 for a non-working mobile phone and 40 for a working mobile 

phone!). Please see Mr Millar for free post pouches for sending recyclable items! 

Members of the Lower Sixth had their work experience placements 

during the week of 22 January.  Whilst the vast majority of girls 

had placements in Northern Ireland, some pupils went to 

locations which included Edinburgh, London and Pennsylvania.  

We are very grateful to all those employers who offered placements to our students, and for many girls this was their first 

introduction to the world of work. 

Several girls attended professional Open Days ð Physiotherapy at the Belfast City Hospital, Pharmacy at the Ulster Hospital 

and Speech and Language at the Royal Victoria Hospital. Members of the Sixth Form who are interested in studying 

psychology at university attended a day of Psychology Lectures from leading academics on 9 February at Queenõs.  This 

was organised by the NI Branch of the British Psychological Society. 

A representative from Leeds Metropolitan University came to talk to the Lower Sixth about university life in Leeds.  Paul 

Teulon, the Schools and Colleges Liaison Manager from the University of Oxford, visited Strathearn to talk about Oxford 

Applications. Dr Taylor, from Corpus Christi College, gave a talk on Cambridge Admissions at The Royal School Armagh, 

which was attended by some members of Lower Sixth.  We will have speakers from several other universities in Scotland, 

England and Northern Ireland to talk to Lower Sixth during the rest of February and March.  A former pupil spoke to Sixth and 

Fifth Form girls about studying Economics at university and her life as an economist with Pricewaterhouse Coopers. 

z  Avignon Trip: The Upper Sixth French Field Trip to Avignon took 

place from 26-29 February. The girls investigated the theme of immigration 

on location and experienced the attractions of the region. They would like to 

thank everyone who helped make this yearõs trip a success by buying buns and quiz sheets - hopefully the 

chocolates, croissants and olives were equally well enjoyed!  Un grand merci à toutes! - to Miss Nelson for her 

help and support and to all the group members: Patricia Burns, Deborah Farmer, Vicky Irvine, Jade Magee, 

Vanessa Martinez, Lucy McFarland and Michaela Watters.   

z  Members of Upper Sixth attended stress management presentations on 14 February. An additional session will take place on 21 February. 

z  Media Studies: Lower and Upper Sixth Pupils formed part of a live audience on the Stephen Nolan Show  at the BBCõs Blackstaff Studios on 

23 January. 

z  Gute Reise to the Lower Sixth German class who are spending half-term in Berlin with Mrs Hoare and Mrs Wyeth! 

The one-act play, Permanent Deadweight, which was performed in school to great acclaim in December, was one of the 

productions which won through to the final of the Northern Ireland One-Act Play Festival, which was held in Ballymoney on 20 

January. Although the play did not win, the girls gave a stunning performance and were awarded the ôBest Actress Cupõ as a 

group for the quality of their ensemble playing. The cast members were Patricia Burns, Claire Forde, Claire Shanks and 

Jennie Taylor. Sally Gillespie and Suzi Allen were essential support backstage.  




