
 

Congratulations to all members of the Upper Sixth who have completed their UCAS Application  Forms!  Visits 

to Open Days at Queenõs and the University of Ulster and the Careers Convention at Methodist College in 

September all helped Upper Sixth to reach their final decisions in placing applications.  They are looking forward to 

their practice interviews in November.  

Several girls in the Sixth Form attended a range of Open Days - Physiotherapy at the Ulster Hospital, Dentistry at 

Queenõs, Speech and Language at Belfast City Hospital and Pharmacy at the Royal Victoria Hospital.  A group of 

girls in Forms Five and Lower Sixth also attended an Army Careers Exhibition at Massereene in October. In addition 

we welcomed three university lecturers to talk to Sixth Formers about careers in art, nursing and teaching and 

Cherith Poots from Project Trust spoke to the girls about taking a Gap Year. Form Five have completed their ôGetting 

Connectedõ questionnaire and are beginning to think about subject choices for next year, while Form Three are 

looking forward to their ôCareer Planning Skillsõ day in November. 

Once again the Sythes 

Award  attracted a high 

standard of entries and the 

judges had a difficult task 

selecting the winner. 

Congratulations to Rachael 

Simms, 5R, who is this yearõs 

recipient of the Award.   

The Prize Distribution took place on 11 October in the Sports Hall. As everyone assembled the lovely range 

of music played by the school orchestra set the tone for the evening. Our Head Girl, Laura Curran, 

introduced our new Chairman of the Board, Mr White, who then welcomed the prize -winners, their parents 

and many friends of the school. Stephanie Murray, Stephanie Markwell and Susannah Manning assisted Mr 

Manning in his résumé of the school year. This was strikingly supported by a PowerPoint presentation, which 

included images and video clips of the recent trip to Uganda undertaken by a team from school. 

Margaret Mountford, our Guest of Honour and a former pupil, Lawyer and Adviser to Sir Alan Sugar, then 

distributed the Prizes and addressed the audience. Ms Mountford congratulated the prize -winners on their 

successes and spoke of the many changes she had observed in Strathearn. She told the girls that they 

should be open to change and said that from her personal experience you donõt end up where you 

expect to be. Having studied Latin, Greek and Russian to A Level, she had gone to Cambridge planning to 

read French and German, but had switched to Law. As a consequence, she had enjoyed twenty -five 

rewarding years as a solicitor in Corporate Finance. She had then decided to return to the Classics and 

was now working on a PhD in Papyrology. She told the girls of the thrill of discovery which this subject 

involved and related how she came to be involved with the reality business programme , The Apprentice . She spoke of the challenges 

and rewards of The Apprentice  and summarised  her advice for the programme and life in general as follows: if you make a mistake, 

own up ð itõs easier to fix; if you donõt know something, admit it; always do your best; have fun and donõt be paranoid about your CV - 

study what you enjoy! Finally, she told the girls that, though their parents and teachers wanted them to fulfil their potential, they 

primarily owed it to themselves to do their best. They were in a great school with great teachers and she urged them to make the  most 

of it. The Head Girl and Deputies warmly thanked her for her contribution to the success of the event and the Chamber Choir t hen  

brought the evening to a conclusion with The Skye Boat Song  and It Donõt Mean A Thing If It Ainõt Got That Swing. 

This yearõs Sixth Form Prize Distribution took place on 6 September. After an informal reception in the Foyer, Prizes, 

Awards and Records of Achievement were presented to the ôClass of 2007õ at a ceremony in the Gym. It was a 

pleasure to congratulate the girls on their recent success at A Level and to wish them well as they take up their 

places at University. We were also pleased to welcome those girls who were unable to be present at the occasion, 

but who called in to see us before they left for their courses. We hope to see many of our former pupils again at 

future events and to hear news of their experiences.  
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As the newsletter goes to print we are looking forward to the Strathearn 
Drama Festival. Barbour House is presenting Gums and Roses  by Rebecca 

Hewitt, Boucher House is presenting The Exam by Andy Hamilton, 

McCaughey House is presenting a shortened version of Christmas Eve Can 

Kill You  by Marie Jones and Watts House is presenting Hairball  by Lindsay 

Price. The outcome of the competition will be reported in our next 

newsletter.  


