
This has been another busy period for the Careers Department.  In November, Form 3 
had a dayôs seminar on Career Planning Skills organised by Sentinus and hosted by Pat 
Jamison. This was a most informative and thought-provoking session which should help 
the girls to choose their GCSE subjects next spring. Following completion of the óGetting 
Connectedô questionnaire, Form 5 are also thinking about choosing subjects as well as 
considering courses and careers which may interest them in the future.  Some are having 

interviews with a Careers Officer from the Department of Employment and Learning. 

Two girls from L6 attended a Dietetics Open Day at the Ulster Hospital and several pupils 
interested in studying psychology at university attended a Clinical Psychology Open Day 
at the Royal. Another pupil attended a conference on 
óEngineering our Futureô at Methodist College and a member of 
L6 interested in Speech and Language Therapy attended an 

Open Day at Scrabo Childrenôs Centre. 

Our óMock Interview Eveningô was held on 26 November which 
allowed U6 to practise their interview skills, while Oxbridge 
candidates also had the opportunity for a second practice 
interview. We are really appreciative of the generous co-
operation of the many parents and friends of the school who 

gave of their time and expertise. 

All applications for the Republic of Ireland are now underway 
and many girls from the Sixth Form attended an Open Day at 
Trinity College, Dublin on 12 December.  Several former 
students have returned to Strathearn to talk about their chosen courses in the fields of 
medicine and education and have given useful advice to our Sixth Form girls who have 
applied or who are thinking of applying for similar courses.  Some girls have received 
UCAS offers already and many more will look forward to receiving 

conditional offers after Christmas.  
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The Strathearn Carol Service at Stormont Presbyterian Church signals 
the beginning of the Christmas Season for many pupils, former pupils, 
parents and friends of the school. The occasion provides a unique 
opportunity to hear the choirs of Penrhyn and Strathearn and on 18 
December a capacity congregation gathered for our annual service.  
Congratulations must go to the Readers, to the Penrhyn Choir, the 
Strathearn Junior and Senior Choirs and the Chamber Choir 
whose combined talents made the service a moving and enjoyable 
occasion for everyone who attended.  A highlight of the evening was 

Sophie Taylorôs composition which was beautifully sung by the Junior Choir.  

The retiring collection raised  £800 for Save the Children Fund. 

After weeks of excited anticipation the 
Upper Sixth Formal took place on 23 
November at the Clandeboye Lodge 
Hotel. Everyone looked very glamorous, 
the hotel was beautifully decorated and 
the excellent food and great band meant 

the event was a real highlight.  

This year all four Houses rose to the challenge of 
providing a morning of excellent drama. Well 
done to everyone who took part! 
The Adjudicator awarded the trophies as follows: 
óBest Technical Productionô to Watts House for 
their production of Hairball; óBest Actressô to 
Melek Akay; óBest Supporting Actressô to 
Susannah Manning; óBest Cameo Performanceô 
to Katie Entwistle; óBest Directorô to Claire Shanks 
of Boucher House and the óInter-House Trophyô to 
Boucher House for The Exam. 

Form 2T ran a Candy Cane Christmas Post in Aid of the 

Uganda School Building Fund.  

Form 3S would like to thank everyone who supported their 
óChristmas Marketô Form Effort. They raised Ã505.84 which 

will go to Uganda. 

This year, the Autumn Musical Evening took place on 22 
November. This event is always a highlight in 
the school calendar and once again, a 
capacity audience enjoyed a rich and varied 
programme of music. The Junior Orchestra, 
with instrumental and vocal soloists from the 
Junior and Senior School, delighted the 
audience with their performances.  The 
soloists were Caroline Winder, Victoria 
Mitchell, Chloe McLaurin and Megan 
McLaughlin. Small group performers were 
Caroline Perry, Ciara McGimpsey, Susannah 
Manning, Emily McFarland, Cathie Lowry, 
Erin Miley, Katherine Brook, Amy OôDonnell, 
Amy Black, Rosie Barry, Kar-Li Chan, Hannah 

Penton, Catherine Baillie, Eloise Irvine, Judith Leonard, 
Hannah Martin, Laura Phillips and Ruth Corry.  Well done 

to everyone who took part! 

This has been a very busy term for the Chamber Choir. In addition to performing at 
the Prize Distribution, its members were honoured to be invited to lead the service in 
St Anneôs Cathedral on 10 December. This was a special carol service, organised by 
the Prison Benevolent Fund, and the choir enjoyed the experience of singing to a 
packed cathedral. The choir has also been busy working for three other events ï the 
annual School Carol Service, the Spring Concert, and a visit to St Patrickôs 

Cathedral in Dublin to sing the morning service on 20 April. 

The Junior Orchestra have also been busy; they played a leading role in the very 
successful Autumn Musical Evening, and are now busy preparing for the Spring 
Concert. At the end of November, orchestra members enjoyed a visit to ñChoc-o-
blocò at the Odyssey, where they were able to make good use of their artistic talents. 




